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Dear Friends

Whenever you start anything new there is a mixture of opportunities and challenges.  There are people to meet, relationships to form, things to learn and things to do.  I’m sure that everyone reading this newsletter will have had such times, whether starting a new job, moving house or even shopping at a different supermarket!  It’s often something we face with mixed feelings.  In some way or other new beginnings mean change, however small or large that may be.  

Most of us, I suspect, are not very keen on change.  Does anyone actually like it when Morrisons, Asda or Sainsbury’s swaps the location of the bread, canned beans or your favourite chocolate bar?  I know that I don’t!  Some change is good though.  
In the Bible the prophet Isaiah presents God’s message to the people at that time.  “Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past.  See I am doing a new thing!  Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?  I am making way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland.”  (Isaiah 43:18-19)  God speaks of His preparations for a better future for humankind.  These are words that John the Baptist picks up on in relation to his cousin, Jesus, and of course their ultimate fulfilment in Jesus’ death and resurrection.
As I write this now, we are less than a week into the season of Lent, the time where we are encouraged to prepare ourself for celebrating Jesus’ resurrection at Easter.  Perhaps in our preparations this year we can ask God to show us what new things He is doing and planning for us as a local church in Allerton.  That is not to ignore what God has already done – far from it – but rather it is an invitation to continue building on the firm foundations laid by our forebears in faith.
At Easter we see the power of God’s new life bursting from the grave.  Where there should have been death and grief there was now life and joy.  As God’s people gathered together as a local church may we show the life and joy that God, by His grace, has given us.  May we seek His guidance and direction for the future as we look to Him and all that He is doing in us and around us.

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed – hallelujah!
Yours, Fred.
Pulpit

March 4th

Trevor Hippey

Communion
March 11th

Fred Rich


Mothering Sunday

March 18th

James Grieg
from Leprosy Mission

March 25th

David Muschamp

Palm Sunday

April 1st

Trevor Hippey

Easter Sunday & Communion

April 8th

Fred Rich

April 15th

Fred Rich

April 22nd

Gordon Sitch

April 29th

Trevor Hippey

Flowers
We are very grateful to the following friends who have kindly promised to provide flowers for the months of March & April.
March 4th

Vacant
March 11th

Miss F Hardy
March 18th

Mrs Smith & Mrs St Clair
March 25th

Mr & Mrs D Muschamp
April 1st

Vacant
April 8th

Mrs K Clough
April 15th

Mrs J Dibb & Mrs Rissman
April 22nd

The Hainsworth Family
April 29th

Vacant


Mrs C Brook & Mrs B Lowther will be responsible for arranging and distributing the flowers throughout March and Mrs S Thorp & Mrs J Dibb throughout April.
Collections
January 28th

£267.25
February 4th

£  94.30

February 11th
£  90.25

February 18th
£101.70

Ladies Circle 
The next Ladies Circle meeting will be Wednesday 7th March and will be the AGM.  The April meeting is still to be arranged.. Details will be given out in the notices.

Women’s World Day of Prayer

This year’s Women’s World Day of Prayer will be held on Friday March 2nd, 2pm at Allerton Methodist. The day is entitled ‘All God’s Creation is Very Good.  Praying for Suriname’.  This service is for everyone.
Easter Events
To start our Easter Celebrations we have the Maundy Thurday Service at 12 noon on March 29th followed by lunch – bring your own sandwiches and we will provide tea & coffee.
Good Friday we shall partake in the Walk of Witness with a service in Lady Hill Park at 11:30am followed by carrying the Cross up Allerton Road to our church where we shall then share in a light lunch.  Anyone not able to walk, I’m sure there will be someone to give you a lift up the road.
On Easter Sunday we shall celebrate The Risen Christ in worship together with Communion at the close of the service.

Coffee Mornings

We have two Coffee Mornings over the next couple of months.  The first is in aid of the Leprosy Mission on Saturday March 17th from 10am-12noon.  The usual pointers apply with entry costing a £1 to include tea/coffee & biscuits.  The second one is on Saturday April 7th run by the Ladies Circle.
Bible Times Exhibition

This year the Bible Times Exhibition is on a bit earlier than previous years. It will be taking up its annual residency in our church hall from Monday April 24th to Thursday April 27th.
Future Dates for Your Diary

May 12th


Chritian Aid Coffee Morning

June 13th


Thornton Singers Charity Concert in aid of Williams Syndrome

July 7th


Ladies Circle Coffee Morning
September 22nd/23rd 
Harvest Supper/Festival

Every Sunday


Family Service 10.30am


Website:

allertoncongregationalchurch.org.uk
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