Home Service Sheet for Pentecost Sunday, 31 May 2020 
Call To Worship Psalm 104:24-34 
Loving Heavenly Father, you have sent your Holy Spirit to dwell within us, and we thank you for that. He is the seal of your ownership upon us, assuring us that we are truly your people. In our rising and in our sleeping, in our working and in our playing, and in our joys and in our sorrows, your Spirit’s brightness has dispelled the darkness from our lives. May your Holy Spirit guide us into all truth, so that we might bring you praise and glory today. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen. 
Sing or read Blessed assurance by Fanny Crosby   https://youtu.be/S3TGrRKf4H8 
	1 Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine; 
Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine! 
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 
Born of His Spirit, washed in His blood. 
. 
	Chorus
This is my story, this is my song, 
Praising my Saviour all the day long. 
This is my story, this is my song, 
Praising my Saviour all the day long


	2 Perfect submission, perfect delight, 
Visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 
Angels descending, bring from above 
Echoes of mercy, whispers of love. 
	3 Perfect submission, all is at rest, 
I in my Saviour am happy and blest; 
Watching and waiting, looking above, 
Filled with His goodness, lost in His love.



The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, As it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive those that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, The power, and the glory, For ever and ever. Amen. 
1st Bible Reading Joel 2:28-32 
2nd Bible Reading Acts 2:1-21 
Reflection 
The message God gave to the prophet Joel was a familiar one. God called his people, Israel, to repentance. He promised certain things if they respond obediently, but he spoke of judgment for those who did not repent. The promise of God’s Holy Spirit is for those who respond with repentance and obedience to God. The expectation of Israel was that God would bless them, and bring judgment on their enemies. 
However, God tells them this isn’t necessarily so. Blessing and salvation is for those who call on the name of the Lord, whilst judgment is awaiting all who do not repent, regardless of their nationality. 
Peter turns to this very passage in his sermon on the day of Pentecost. The Spirit has been poured out by God and given to those who have called on the name of the Lord. Acts chapter 2 illustrates very clearly that the Holy Spirit is being given to people from all nations, and not just Israel. “they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance.” (Acts 2:4) 
In English the disciples are said to speak in ‘other tongues’, following the King James Version. However, this is a bit misleading as the Greek word is better translated as languages. They begin to speak in known languages, enabled by the Holy Spirit, showing that the Gospel message is for ALL who call on the name of the Lord. In fact Luke goes into some detail telling us exactly who heard them and where those people came from. He even tells us that they heard the disciples speaking in their own languages. The gift of languages was given for the purpose of spreading the Gospel to people from all nations, not just Israel. 
Peter goes on to read the whole passage from Joel chapter 2, before explaining to the people the way of salvation through Jesus Christ. As we know approximately 3000 people responded to the message, calling on the name of the Lord to be saved. They too received the Holy Spirit and the blessing of salvation, rather than the judgment all people deserve. The coming of the Spirit was not simply a ‘spiritual experience’, but rather it was God empowering his people for works of service, and in particular proclaiming the Gospel. 
Was what happened on the day of Pentecost, as described by Luke in Acts, spectacular? Absolutely! It is something we should expect to see or experience ourselves? I don’t believe so. This passage of Scripture is a description of what happened on one historic occasion. It is not a prescription for what Christians should see or experience themselves. This was the very beginning of the church, and God witnessed to the truth of the Gospel message with miraculous signs in order to establish the church at that time. 
Today Jesus is revealed to us very clearly by the witness of the Holy Spirit to our spirit as we read the Scriptures. I believe that this is, first and foremost, how we should expect God to speak to us today by his Spirit. We don’t need tongues of fire, or the gift of different languages, to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ. However, Jesus promised to all his disciples that he would send his Spirit to dwell within us. It is the Spirit who enables us to live as we ought in repentance and obedience to the Father. It is the Spirit who points us to salvation in Jesus Christ alone, and who empowers us to proclaim the Gospel. Pentecost reminds us of the key role played by God the Holy Spirit in the life of the church. May the Spirit who dwells within us enable us to live as Jesus calls us to live day by day! Amen! 
Prayers of intercession 
For the gift of your Spirit we praise you, our God. We have come to you by the Spirit’s conviction.
We have new life through the Spirit’s indwelling. We are made your children by the Spirit’s adoption. We witness to Christ and serve by the Spirit’s empowerment and we yearn to be more like Jesus because of the Spirit’s urgings. 
· We pray for those facing illness, suffering or death. May you bring life and hope to all those who are struggling. We pray for those in the caring professions. Grant them stamina and strength in all the important work they do. 
· We pray for our Government, it’s medical advisors, and those in positions of power and authority throughout the world. Grant them wisdom and compassion that they might make good decisions that will be to the benefit of others. 
· Continue your gracious work through your church, so that more people would walk in this world free from the bondage of sin. May you empower every believer to do your will, and bear witness to the wonderful truth of the Gospel. 
These things we ask in the precious name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen. 
Prayer of Blessing 
Loving God, as we enter a new week, may we know that you are with us by your Holy Spirit. May he guide our thoughts and words, our feelings and emotions and grant us compassion for all others. May your Spirit direct our hands and feet in obedience to your commands. And now, may the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with each of us, Amen.
