Home Service Sheet for Sunday, 14 June 2020

Call To Worship                         Psalm 116:1-9

O Lord my God, you are full of grace and mercy. Your love for me and all people is wonderful, and beyond my understanding. You have made all things, and yet you care for me, and I praise you for that. In my darkest times I cry out to you for help and you are there for me. Your grace and mercy surround me. As I come before you today help me to hear your Word, and respond to it with obedience. May I seek your love and forgiveness for all my sin, that I might be reconciled with you. This I ask in the name of your son, Jesus Christ, Amen.

Sing or read When I survey the wondrous cross by Isaac Watts
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KEp6WKSXYQg&feature=youtu.be

	1 When I survey the wondrous cross
on which the Prince of glory died,
my richest gain I count but loss,
and pour contempt on all my pride.
	2 Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast
save in the death of Christ, my God!
All the vain things that charm me most,
I sacrifice them through his blood.


	3 See, from his head, his hands, his feet,
sorrow and love flow mingled down.
Did e'er such love and sorrow meet,
or thorns compose so rich a crown?
	4 Were the whole realm of nature mine,
that were a present far too small.
Love so amazing, so divine,
demands my soul, my life, my all.



The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, As it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive those that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, The power, and the glory, For ever and ever. Amen.

1st Bible Reading                       Exodus 19:1-9
2nd Bible Reading                       Romans 5:1-8

Reflection

When we think about the people of Israel in Scripture we often think about their escape from Egypt, their wanderings in the wilderness and their eventual entry into the Promised Land. Of course, there are many other accounts of the people, but the exodus is when God made them into his own special people. Our reading from Exodus brings us back to the desert of Sinai. God has not yet given them the Ten Commandments, but he soon will.

Moses is going up and down Mount Sinai as a kind of go-between, taking messages from God to the people and from the people back to God. This is the regular pattern of the Old Testament – mediators between man and God. I’m very thankful that we live under the New Covenant where the only mediator we need is our Lord Jesus Christ (see 1 Timothy 2:5). In other words we can pray directly to God, who in return has revealed himself to us directly through His Word, which his Spirit helps us to understand and apply to our lives. We need no priest or minister to know God or pray to him.

The first words God gives to Moses for the people contain some amazing promises. God said, “You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians... Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession among all peoples.” God has demonstrated his power in sending plagues upon the Egyptians, and drowning their army in the Red Sea. God now promises to make Israel his ‘treasured possession’ on one condition. They will need to obey God’s voice and keep his covenant, which are really two sides of the same coin.

The Old Testament tells us how Israel tried and failed to keep their side of this agreement. At times they did pretty well, but much of the time they came spectacularly short of God’s standards. In reality, though, they were never completely obedient to God. They never fully kept the covenant with God. This leads us to a difficult question. Did God know that they would not be able to obey and keep the covenant, and if he did know why did he ask these things of them?

First of all, I want to show you from the Bible that God does indeed know the future. In Isaiah 46:9 we read, “I am God, and there is none like me, declaring the end from the beginning and from ancient times things not yet done”. We see this often when the words of the prophets are fulfilled many years later in the person and ministry of Jesus Christ. So if God knew the Israelites wouldn’t obey his words, why did he ask this of them? Let’s look to Paul’s letters in the New Testament. God showed Israel, by means of the law, that no-one can fully obey the law.

In Romans chapter 5, we read that God has justified us by faith, given us peace through Jesus and granted us access to his grace, again through Jesus. All of God’s promises are fulfilled through Jesus’ death on the cross alone, by grace. Grace is ‘God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense’. We do not deserve to be forgiven our sins, or be made right with God. The law shows us we need God’s grace, mercy and forgiveness. However hard the Israelites tried to obey God, they failed, as do we. Only Jesus was perfect and worthy to die in our place and pay the price of sin.

Paul ends our short reading with these wonderful words, “For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly… God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” In order to be saved we must recognise our sin and weakness, which the law helps us to do. Then, at just the right time, Jesus died for us that we might be forgiven, restored and adopted into God’s family. This demonstrates God’s great love for humanity. Let us respond in praise and thanksgiving for all that God has done for us in Christ. Amen!

Prayers of intercession

Heavenly Father, we thank you that you do not treat us as our lives deserve, but rather you show your grace, love and mercy towards us. As we bring before you the needs of our world, we ask that you would graciously hear our prayers.
· We pray for the leaders of the nations and for people everywhere that they may turn to you, the Prince of Peace. We pray that war and terror, cruelty and hatred may end, and peace and justice, kindness and love may reign in this world.
· We pray for all who are sick at this time. We think especially of those suffering the effects of Covid-19. Comfort them with your presence each day, O Lord. We think also of those who care for those who are ill in hospital or care homes, asking that you would give them the strength they need for each day.
· We pray also for young people. We think particularly of those who are seeking to follow Jesus as disciples. Help us who are older to remember the adventure and joy of youth as well as the temptation and frustrations. Enable us to help all the young people who we know by our prayers, our example, and our friendship. Help them to respond to the love of Jesus, to give him their allegiance, and to serve him as Lord and Saviour all their days.
· We pray for your Church, O Lord, throughout the world. We pray for all who are unable to meet together at this time. Help them to know the fellowship of your Spirit keeping them together. May you continue to build and strengthen your Church here on Earth.
These things we ask in the precious name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen.

Prayer of Blessing

Almighty God, you graciously hear us as we bring our prayers to you. We ask that now, O Lord, you would fulfil our desires and prayers, not as we might imagine, but rather as may be best for us. Grant us in this world ever more knowledge of your truth, and in the world to come life everlasting. This we ask through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen! (Based on Chrysostom’s prayer)

