Home Service Sheet for Sunday 5 July 2020
Call to Worship          Psalm 145:8-14
Gracious and merciful God, we come into your presence today, knowing that you are slow to anger and abounding in love. You have created this world and made us to live in it. You provide for us all we need and more besides, and yet often we want more. Help us to be content with all that you have given us, and keep our focus on you. All of creation sings your praise! May our voices be added to that great symphony of worship. Father, we are sorry that we allow ourselves to be distracted and focus on wrong things. Forgive us our sins, we pray, and restore our vision so that it is fixed on you. May our words and actions point others to you, for your glory’s sake. Amen!
Sing or read this hymn All for Jesus by Mary D James
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rJx_M-c5dko&feature=youtu.be
	1 All for Jesus, all for Jesus!
All my being's ransomed powers:
All my thoughts and words and doings,
All my days and all my hours.

	2 Let my hands perform His bidding,
Let my feet run in His ways;
Let my eyes see Jesus only,
Let my lips speak forth His praise

	3 Worldlings prize their gems of beauty,
Cling to gilded toys of dust,
Boast of wealth and fame and pleasure;
Only Jesus will I trust.

	4 Since my eyes were fixed on Jesus,
I've lost sight of all beside;
So enchained my spirit's vision,
Looking at the Crucified.

	5 Oh, what wonder! how amazing!
Jesus, glorious King of kings,
Deigns to call me His belovèd,
Lets me rest beneath His wings.

	


Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, As it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive those that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, The power, and the glory, For ever and ever. Amen.
1st Bible Reading              Matthew 11:11-19
2nd Bible Reading             1 Timothy 4:1-5
Matthew records a brief summary of John’s ministry and its place in God’s salvation plans. At the beginning of chapter 11, John has sent messengers to Jesus, asking whether he is the Messiah. From prison John appeared to be having doubts, but Jesus’ response removes any wavering on John’s part. Jesus then goes on to explain the significance of John’s wilderness ministry to his disciples, ultimately pointing them to the fulfilment of Scripture. John was the new Elijah who had prepared the way for God’s Messiah.
In verse 11 Jesus makes a surprising statement. Although John is a great prophet he is still not as great as the one who is ‘least in the kingdom of heaven’. What does Jesus mean by this? Firstly, I think we need to look at how Jesus uses the word great, because I believe this will give us a big clue. In John’s Gospel (14:12) Jesus says that his disciples will do ‘greater works’ than he, the Son of God. This clearly cannot mean that we are doing more impressive miracles than Jesus, as some wrongly claim. Rather this refers to the fact that we are the other side of the Cross, and can proclaim the full saving Gospel message to others. I suspect the meaning here in Matthew is quite similar – John only saw partly, but we have the full revelation of Jesus and the Gospel.
Jesus continues to explain the importance of John, before his attention shifts to the people in verse 16. Jesus illustrates just how fickle many people were, and for that matter still are today. Jesus compares them to children playing, and places these words into their mouths, “We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we sang a dirge, and you did not mourn.” The phrase that’s springs to mind here is ‘you can’t do right for doing wrong’. The people didn’t want to accept John’s message, or Jesus’ message and one way or another they were going to come up with spurious reasons for rejecting them.
Sadly, this is still a common attitude by many people outside the church today. Christians are all hypocrites, they say, when we are honest and open about our struggles. Alternatively, we’re not authentic enough! The reality is that the Gospel message of faith in Jesus and repentance is offensive to the world, and people will try their hardest to find a reason to reject it. Jesus concludes in verse 19 by saying, “Yet wisdom is justified by her deeds.”  In other words, whatever people might say, ultimately its consequences or fruit will be the proof of its goodness or wisdom. This is a bit like Jesus’ teaching about false prophets in Matthew 7, where he says, “You will recognize them by their fruits.” (Matthew 7:16)
Our second reading from Paul’s first letter to Timothy also picks up on the theme of people rejecting the Gospel message. This time, though, it is people in the church who are trying to lead others astray with them. False teaching has been a big problem throughout church history, and in fact 26 of the 27 New Testament books address it directly. In verses 1 and 2 Paul writes, “in later times some will depart from the faith by devoting themselves to deceitful spirits and teachings of demons, through the insincerity of liars whose consciences are seared”. Sadly, not all Christian teachers and preachers handle God’s Word correctly. Some mishandle it deliberately, twisting it to say what is to their advantage, rather than proclaiming the truth.
We need to beware of such people. In fact, we are told to mark such false teachers and avoid them (Romans 16:17). Others are just misled, but we still need to beware of them too. Does a particular teaching line up with the clear teaching of the Bible? If the answer is ‘no’ we need to reject it as false. Now some areas are debatable, and different Christians have different views on them, and that’s fair enough. However, if the teaching proclaims a different Jesus, a different Gospel or a different God it is false and must be rejected (see Galatians 1:6-9).
May our focus be on the true Jesus revealed to us in Scripture. May our faith be in him alone, as presented to us in the true Gospel. Let us proclaim the true Gospel to those we meet who are not Christians so that they may respond in faith and be saved. However, remember that many do reject the Gospel – if we tell them the good news of Jesus then we have done our part. The responsibility for their response is not ours, for faith is the gift of God. Let us keep our focus fixed on Jesus Christ each and every day.  Amen.
Prayers of intercession
Heavenly Father, as we come to you today we bring our prayers for your world:
· We pray for all places where there is war and violence. May you bring your peace and reconciliation into the hearts of those with influence. Lord, we ask that you would comfort those in the midst of such difficult circumstances.
· Father God, we pray for all suffering from the effects of Covid-19. We pray for those who are seriously ill, asking that you would be with them and help them in fighting the virus. We pray for doctors, nurses and other medical professionals, asking that you would grant them strength, wisdom and protection as they care for others.
· Loving Father, we pray also for all who mourn the loss of loved ones from this virus. Be with them, and grant them your love and comfort. We think too of others who mourn at this time.
· We pray for your Church, O Lord. May you continue to build your Church worldwide, with its foundation strongly based on your Son, the Lord Jesus. May your Word be preached faithfully so that many more will come to a saving knowledge of the true Gospel.
· Almighty God, we pray for those who we know who are struggling at this time. Be with them, and enable them to look to you for help and solace. May you also be with each of us, and keep our eyes fixed on Jesus.
These things we ask in the name of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, Amen.
Prayer of blessing
May the blessing of Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be upon us all this day and forevermore, Amen!

