
Home Service Sheet for Sunday 12 July 2020 
Call to Worship         Psalm 119:105-112
 
Almighty God, my Heavenly Father, I know your Word is truly a lamp to my feet. From the darkness of my sins you have led me into your perfect and righteous ways. Lord I praise you for your faithfulness to me and your love and mercy towards me. Thank you for guiding me through life and teaching me by your Word. As I come to you today, help me to listen closely and obey your Word that I may walk in your ways all the days of my life. This I ask in Jesus’ name, Amen!
 
Sing or read the hymn Teach me Thy way, O Lord by Benjamin Ramsay
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rZCbQFTswrs&feature=youtu.be
 
	1 Teach me thy way, O Lord; teach me thy way!
Thy guiding grace afford; teach me thy way!
Help me to walk aright, more by faith, less by sight;
lead me with heav’nly light; teach me thy way!
	2 When doubts and fears arise, teach me thy way!
When storms o'erspread the skies, teach me thy way!
Shine thro' the cloud and rain, thro' sorrow, toil, and pain;
make thou my pathway plain; teach me thy way!

	3 Long as my life shall last, teach me thy way!
Where’er my lot be cast, teach me thy way!
Until the race is run, until the journey’s done,
until the crown is won, teach me thy way!
	


Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, As it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive those that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, The power, and the glory, For ever and ever. Amen.
 
1st Bible Reading              Isaiah 55:1-13
2nd Bible Reading             Romans 8:1-11
 
The book of the prophet Isaiah comes from a time when God’s people Israel were in a virtually constant state of rebellion and sin against God. Much of the first half of the book deals with God’s righteous and deserved judgment on the people. In chapter 40 the focus shifts to God’s plan of redemption based around the Messiah. By the time we get to chapter 55 God is speaking through Isaiah to bring the people back to Himself with an offer almost too good to be true. “Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.” (Verse 1)
 
We might ask the question, ‘how can you buy something without having any money, or anything else of value?’, however God’s question to the people is rather different, “Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy?” (Verse 2) Already the Israelites have been using their resources to commit idolatry, chasing after other so-called gods, and the desires of their flesh. God, however, cuts to the chase. There is nothing the people have or possess that could possibly be good enough to buy God’s favour or blessing. The only way they can receive is to be given it directly by God through his Grace and mercy.
 
The language here is all about food, but in reality this is about the Word of God and the blessing and salvation that comes through listening and obeying it. Verse 3 makes this clear, “Incline your ear, and come to me; hear, that your soul may live”. Life, eternal life, only came to us through the act of God in Christ at the cross of Calvary. Only Jesus could pay this price, which he did through the New Covenant God made by the blood of his Son. Verse 5 even points us to evangelism to all peoples and nations, not just to Israel.
 
God also emphasises that salvation is to be sought directly from him, whilst we have opportunity. In other words people shouldn’t leave it to their deathbed to come to God, because you never know when you’re going to die. The details are clear – seek God, or rather respond to God’s call, and repent of your sin. Verse 7 speaks of the forgiveness God has poured out upon us because of Jesus. This is God’s way, and not the way of the world. 
 
Finally we come to a well-known saying in verse 11, “so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty”. God offers his people a second chance, one that will be open to all humanity in his proper time and purposes. Yes, when God’s Word is thought and preached it will not be done in vain, but to limit the meaning to this is to miss the bigger picture. God’s most important Word is the Word made flesh, the Lord Jesus Christ. God’s ultimate Word brings life to the world, and will in the end usher in a new heaven and a new earth where there will be no more death, mourning or pain, and God’s people will live with him for eternity.
 
Our second reading from Romans picks up on very similar themes, but from this side of the cross. God has now fully revealed his Messiah and his salvation plan, and has accomplished it. Through faith in Christ, by God’s Grace, we may be forgiven our sins and become children of God. Paul expresses it beautifully, “There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” (Verse 1) It is the death of Christ that buys our forgiveness. It is the resurrection of Jesus that raises us again to new life, and the Spirit who brings us life. Let us live to the glory of God, pointing others to Jesus, empowered by the Holy Spirit. Amen!
 
Prayers of intercession
 
Gracious and merciful God, we come before you today with the needs of the world, the Church and ourselves. Hear us as we pray.
· Loving God, we thank you for your written Word by which you speak to us today. We pray for this world where many know neither you, nor your Word. May the earth be truly filled with the knowledge of God, as the waters fill the seas. May the world come to see and know you and your truth that wars may cease, and injustice may be righted.
· Almighty God, we thank you for your Son, the Word made flesh who came and made his dwelling amongst us. We pray for all who do not know Jesus, and have not been forgiven their sins. May your people faithfully proclaim the Gospel message so that all may have the opportunity to cry out to you for forgiveness for their sin.
· Healing God, we pray for all who are unwell or suffering today. We think particularly of those suffering with the coronavirus and ask that you would grant peace and strength to them. We pray also for those who care for and treat them, whether in hospitals, in the community or elsewhere.
· Faithful God, we pray for your Church throughout the world. May you continue to build your Church through the faithful preaching of your Gospel. May you equip your people to keep on making disciples, following the light of your Word. We pray particularly for brothers and sisters who face persecution. Keep them courageous and brave in the face of adversity, and keep on empowering them to live for you. 
These things we ask through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Saviour, Amen.
 
Prayer of blessing
 
May the peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with us all today. May we all know the fellowship we share through your Holy Spirit. May we live our lives to the praise & glory of God our Father. Amen!
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