Home Service Sheet for Sunday 19 July 2020
Call to Worship       Psalm 139:1-12
Heavenly Father, we thank you again for this time of worship where we can focus on you. Help us to worship you as you desire, by your Spirit and in truth. May we listen carefully to your Word, and not only be hearers of it, but doers also. Father we acknowledge our sin before you, confessing that we have sinned in thought, word and deed, through carelessness and by our own deliberate fault. Forgive us our sins we pray, and cleanse us of all unrighteousness through the blood of your Son, Jesus Christ. Renew a right spirit within us, through the work of your Holy Spirit. Help us to live and work to your praise and glory day by day. This we ask in Jesus’ name, Amen!
Sing or read the hymn Thou, whose Almighty Word by John Marriott
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7iUYYir9ujY&feature=youtu.be
	1 Lord, your almighty Word
Chaos and darkness heard,
And took their flight;
Hear us, we humbly pray,
And where the gospel day
Sheds not its glorious ray, 
Let there be light!
	2 Savior, you came to give
Those who in darkness live
Healing and sight,
Health to the sick in mind,
Sight to the inly blind,
Now to all humankind
Let there be light!

	3 Spirit of truth and love,
Life giving, holy dove,
Speed forth your flight!
Move on the water's face
Bearing the lamp of grace,
And in earth's darkest place
Let there be light!
	4 Holy and blessed three,
Glorious Trinity,
Wisdom, love, might;
Boundless as ocean's tide,
Rolling in fullest pride,
Through the world far and wide,
Let there be light!


Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, As it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive those that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, The power, and the glory, For ever and ever. Amen.
1st Bible Reading              Isaiah 44:1-8
2nd Bible Reading            Romans 8:12-25
What sort of things do we hope for these days? Perhaps a time when this virus is finished, and there is a vaccine? Perhaps a time when we can get back to something like normality – close interaction with friends and family, not to mention model railway exhibitions! However, the hope of which our two Bible readings speak today is rather different. Let’s begin by looking at Paul’s letter to the Romans.
Last week we focussed more on the words of Isaiah, but our second reading from Romans had some important teaching too, contrasting life in the (sinful) flesh and life in the Spirit. Now what does that actually mean? Before we were saved by grace, through faith in Christ alone, we used to exclusively do things out of sinful, largely selfish, motives. Even when we did good things, it would be to impress others or mark ourselves out as special or ‘good’ people. When we place our faith in Jesus, the Holy Spirit comes and dwells within us, changing us from within. We begin to do things because it’s the right thing to do, and because it honours God in Christ.
So, having outlined that difference Paul moves on in verse 12 to emphasise that we no longer need to live our lives controlled by sinful desires. It’s important to note that this doesn’t mean that we won’t sin, or that we are perfect, because of course that’s not true. Rather it is a gradual change that the Spirit makes within us. Paul continues in verse 13 by starkly reminding us that continuing to live according to the flesh leads to death and hell, but being lead by God’s Spirit leads to eternal life. Considering that, who wants to live in a way that is controlled by sin?
In verse 14 Paul begins to outline the benefits of life in the Spirit. We are adopted into God’s family as children, or sons. Technically we are all sons of God because in the ancient world only males could inherit. However, it was possible for women to be adopted as sons too! I don’t think we should read too much into this. By the Spirit we are drawn close to God as our Heavenly Father, Abba! What an amazing privilege that truly is! Not only that, we are also to be co-heirs with Christ Jesus (verse 17). But what does that mean in practice?
Interestingly also in verse 17 Paul speaks of us suffering along with Jesus, and it would appear that in some way that is what we are to expect as Christians. Now there may be some people who like to suffer, but I’m certainly not one of them! What Paul is getting at here is that living by the Spirit puts us in opposition to this world in which we live. We will be shunned, disliked and even hated because we are different from those around us who are not in Christ. Nonetheless, Paul goes on to remind us that these sufferings will be like nothing, compared with all that we will receive and experience as children of God through Jesus Christ.
This is the great hope that is set before us through the Gospel. Not only are we saved from death and hell, but we are given a wonderful hope and vision of what God is preparing for us in the future. Paul gives us a bit of a description here of what we shall see and experience when Christ returns, although if we want a more vivid picture we might want to check out Revelation chapter 21 where it’s in full technicolour! The new heavens and the new earth where we will live with God, and where there will be no more pain or crying. What a glorious hope that is!
Our reading from Isaiah looks to a different hope and promise – one that in fact has already come to pass. In verse 3, God says through Isaiah, “I will pour water on the thirsty land, and streams on the dry ground; I will pour my Spirit upon your offspring, and my blessing on your descendants.” This is a good example of Hebrew parallelism where two phrases that we find together either contrast, or expand upon one another. Here this is two ways of saying the same thing. Israel was dry and barren, spiritually speaking, but God would not allow this to continue forever. He was going to pour out his Holy Spirit and refresh and bless people, drawing them back into relationship with him.
This happened through the life, death and resurrection of Jesus, and was then applied to us at Pentecost. When God makes promises to his people, we need to know that we can trust him and rely on the fact that he keeps all his promises. As we look at the world around us, I believe that it’s important for us to remember the wonderful hope he had given us for the future. In the meantime let us seek to live by the Spirit, rather than the sinful desires of the flesh, with his help. Let us live this way so that by doing so we bring glory to God our Father through his Son, Jesus Christ. Amen!
Prayers of intercession
Loving God, we come into your presence today, asking that you would hear our prayers:
· Gracious God, we bring before you the governments and rulers of this world. We pray that you would grant to them wisdom and compassion in governing and ruling the nations. We pray particularly for those who know you, asking that you would give them boldness and strength to stand up for your perfect and righteous ways.
· Almighty God, we pray for all places where there is violence, warfare or acts of terrorism. We pray for those who have been harmed in one way or another. Grant them peace and comfort in their suffering. We pray for better disagreement and the coming of your Kingdom.
· Healing God, we think today of all those around the world suffering as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic. We pray for those who are ill – grant to them healing and strength. We pray for exhausted frontline workers – grant them rest and peace. We pray for those made jobless, homeless or poor by all that has happened. Be with them at this time.
· Faithful God, we pray for your Church, and for us your people. Grant us faith and courage as we face the future. Keep us walking in your ways, and help us to witness to the glorious truth of your Gospel, speaking your words of life when we have opportunity.
These things we ask through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Saviour, Amen.
Prayer of blessing
May the peace of the Lord Jesus Christ go with us wherever we may go. May the Spirit guide us daily to become more like Jesus. May we come at the end into the nearer presence of the Father as children of the Living God. Amen!
