Home Service Sheet for Sunday 26 July 2020 (Prepared by David Muschamp)
Call to Worship                     Psalm 105: 1-11
Gracious, Loving God, I come today to worship you and praise Your holy name. I come with thanksgiving on my lips and love in my heart to sing to your glory; to be touched by your word to dwell with your people in unity. Lord, forgive the times I choose not to look… not to look out for those in need; not to look for glimpses of your glory; not to look for opportunities to share Your good news with others. Forgive me, Lord. Open my eyes to You, O God. May Your Holy Spirit reinvigorate me; may I rub my eyes and focus on what You call me to do this day and every day. Open my eyes, my heart, my mouth and my mind I pray.  Amen.
Sing or read the hymn Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah by William Williams (1717-91)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wT4n1hGjDDg&feature=youtu.be
	1 Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah,
pilgrim through this barren land;
I am weak, but Thou art mighty;
hold me with Thy powerful hand:
Bread of heaven, feed me now and evermore.

	2 Open now the crystal fountain,
whence the healing stream doth flow;
let the fiery cloudy pillar
lead me all my journey through:
strong deliverer, be Thou still my strength and shield.


	3 When I tread the verge of Jordan, 
bid my anxious fears subside:
death of death and hell’s destruction, 
land me safe on Canaan’s side:
songs of praises I will ever give to Thee.
	


The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, For ever and ever. Amen.
1st Bible Reading              Genesis 29: 15-28
2nd Bible Reading             Romans 8: 26-39
Reflection by David Muschamp (Treasurer at Allerton Congregational Church)
Psalm 105 reminds of what God has done in bringing Israel out of Egypt to the Promised Land. We are encouraged in our faith through the miraculous deeds God has done, as well as being called to share such knowledge with others. In reading of the people that God has helped through the ages, including Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and of the promises that were fulfilled through them, our faith in a God who keeps promises remains strong, even today in the midst of the Coronavirus pandemic; a God who deserves our cries of ‘Hallelujah!’ (v. 45b)
When we are struggling with our faith and when God seems so far away, these words from the Psalmist (v.4) remind us to never cease to “seek the Lord and His strength; seek His presence continually.”
Here we read of God keeping the promises made to Abraham in Genesis 17 and 22, as well as the oath sworn to Isaac and the decree made to Jacob. None of their journeys were straightforward, but they trusted in God, who provided for them all. As we read in Hebrews 11, God blesses each of them for their faithfulness.
In Genesis 29: 15-28, Jacob the deceiver finds himself deceived. Having not long since tricked his elder brother Esau and father Isaac, Jacob flees to Haran. It is here that Jacob agrees to work for an uncle, Laban, for seven years in exchange for his younger daughter, Rachel’s hand in marriage.
What Jacob is unaware of is that the custom of the day was for the eldest daughter to marry before the younger one could. Of course, Laban chose not to make Jacob aware of such a custom, realising that he could get another seven years work out of him after marrying Leah!
Jacob is, quite naturally, enraged by Laban’s trickery! He was able to marry Rachel shortly after marrying Leah, but fulfilled his obligations, nonetheless. 
It’s interesting to note that the writer chose to mention Leah’s eyes (v.17). In some translations, her eyes are described as ‘lovely’, while others describe them as ‘dull’, ‘delicate’ or ‘weak’, to precede the description of Rachel’s beauty. Having tricked his father by taking advantage of his blindness, Jacob is in turn tricked by Laban, thanks to his inability to see clearly when consummating his marriage. God had a purpose for Leah, Rachel and Jacob, and God has a purpose for each one of us, but while smarting from wrongs done to us, we sometime lose sight of where things are from God’s perspective.
In Paul’s letter to the Romans, we are reminded that believers are not expected to cope with life’s problems on their own. An image on the internet shows a prayer on a peg letter board that begins with letters forming the words ‘Dear Jesus’ and then all the letters are jumbled up in a chaotic fashion, ending with ‘Amen’. Sometimes this is what it feels like when we take time to pray to God! But as Paul writes to the Romans, “the Spirit helps us in our weakness” and “intercedes with groans that words cannot express.”
The passage also reminds us that God works in all things for our good. This does not mean that we will always understand what happens, nor does it mean that we will always enjoy what we must face, but we do so, trusting that God’s purpose is being worked out and that God never lets us go. As Paul writes in v.31, “If God is for us, who can be against us?”
This leads on to one of Paul’s best-known passages (besides 1 Corinthians 13 of course), where we are reminded that nothing can separate us from the love of God – words that bring comfort in adversity and times of loss Through Jesus’ death for us, we are assured that love conquers all – even death.
Paul’s writings remind us that there are many things that we may not see happening around us, at which time we may feel out of control, alone or discouraged, but as we read in today’s verses, God is always “working God’s purpose out” in ways seen and unseen and that for those who love and trust the Lord, there is nothing that will separate us from God’s love that is in Christ Jesus.
 
The Psalmist also calls us to look beyond what we can see and cast our minds back to the times when we have seen God’s purposes being carried out and God’s promises being fulfilled, particularly through Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. God makes promises to each of them and to us – particularly that God will never leave us nor forsake us and so it is good and right that we trust in God each day and proclaim, ‘Hallelujah!’ Amen.
Prayers of intercession
Lord Jesus Christ, words cannot express how grateful we are that nothing: angels, demons, death, life… nothing can separate us from your love!
Lord, we pray this day for all who are yet to hear this news. May you continue to sustain all who seek to make you known across our world.
Be with missionaries, Bible translators, children and family workers, chaplains, ministers, preachers and pastors. Be in conversations, Bible studies and various teaching courses. Be in churches of various traditions, meeting in different ways and places.
Be in all that opens people’s eyes to You, Your love and Your call.
God of love and compassion, we pray for all who seek to make a difference in the lives of others.
Be with carers and counsellors, medics and mediators, be with those with listening ears and those with caring hands.
Be in all that opens people’s eyes to You, Your love and Your call.
God of justice and peace, we pray for all who seek to challenge injustices and stand up for what is right.
Be with the politician and the protester, the activist and the pacifist, the vocal and the silent.
Be in all that opens people’s eyes to You, Your love and Your call.
Hear us and help us to see You this day, we pray. Amen.
Prayer of blessing
To God who is always forgiving, always loving, always offering a new beginning, be honour and glory, praise and thanksgiving, this day and for ever. Amen.
