Home Service Sheet for Sunday 6 September 2020

Call to Worship Psalm 34:5-10

Father God, we know that you answer the prayers of those who cry out to you. Whether we come with joy or woe you hear us and respond with mercy and love. When we come to you we experience your goodness, and in your Son Jesus you have revealed to us your salvation. Help us to truly seek you today and every day with all our heart, mind, soul and strength. May we worship you and magnify your holy name at this time. As we spend this time with you we remember our wrongdoing, and ask for your forgiveness. We are truly sorry and repent of all our sin. Restore and refresh us in our lives of service, and help us to live in true thankfulness to you. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, amen!

Sing or read the hymn Through all the changing scenes of life by Nahum Tate (1652-1715)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ox1r0OzIwoo&feature=youtu.be

	1 Through all the changing scenes of life,
In trouble and in joy,
The praises of my God shall still
My heart and tongue employ.
	2 Of His deliverance will I boast,
Till all that are distressed
From my example comfort take,
And charm their griefs to rest.


	3 O magnify the Lord with me,
With me exalt His name;
When in distress to Him I called,
He to my rescue came.
	4 Fear Him, he saints, and you will then
Have nothing else to fear;
Make you His service your delight,
Your wants shall be His care.



Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

1st Bible Reading Genesis 41:25-40
2nd Bible Reading Matthew 24:15-31

Last week we heard about the dreams that God gave to Pharaoh, and how God used them to bring Joseph out from his time in prison. Today we will see how God, in his grace and mercy, warned Pharaoh and the Egyptians about the catastrophe that was to come upon them. In some ways it’s odd that God told the Egyptians what was to come as they were not his special people, Israel. Did he give this warning simply to bring Joseph to prominence in that place, or was there more to it than that?

If we go back to verse 17 we find Pharaoh repeating his dreams for Joseph, speaking of the seven fat cows, and the seven thin cows, the seven good grains of corn, and the seven shrivelled and diseased grains. This picture is unexpected and doesn’t follow the normal ways of the world. The healthy is devoured and destroyed by the destitute and diseased - it’s an upside down kind of vision. No wonder Pharaoh’s advisors couldn’t give an explanation! However Joseph is not relying on his own intelligence or logic, but rather on God who reveals the meaning to him, and then through him to Pharaoh. Did Joseph have to pause and pray for understanding, or did God simply give him the interpretation? We just don’t know.

Joseph says, “The dreams of Pharaoh are one; God has revealed to Pharaoh what he is about to do.” (v.25) The focus here is on God, not Joseph and not Pharaoh either. Many of the Pharaohs believed that they were gods, but here it’s very clear that the God of Joseph is the only true God who is in control of the world and everything in it. It’s also made clear that it is God who is going to bring about both seven years of abundant harvest and seven years of lack. Sometimes Christians give the impression that God is not in control, and is surprised by events that happen. The reality, however, is that this is not the God who reveals himself to us in Scripture. Our God is intimately involved in creation, and nothing happens here on the Earth without his say-so.
So what does God tell Pharaoh to do in order to guard against this disaster? That’s actually quite a difficult question to answer because Joseph’s words of advice are a little ambiguous, in that we don’t know whether this is the continuation of God’s word to Pharaoh or whether it is the response of Joseph to the meaning of the dreams. The advice is to plan ahead – make provision for the years of lack that will come soon. “Now therefore let Pharaoh select a discerning and wise man, and set him over the land of Egypt.” (v.33) Joseph says. It is through this advice that Joseph becomes number two in Egypt, but is that through God’s explicit plan, or through his providence? Again we don’t know for certain.

God certainly acts through providence as we’ve seen earlier in the life of Joseph, but he also plans the future well in advance as we see through the coming of the second Joseph, Jesus Christ. Although it could be by God’s providence that Joseph finds himself in a key position, it seems more likely to me that this was God’s specific purpose here. I believe that God told Pharaoh exactly what to do through Joseph, and it was through this that his special people Israel were also provided for in the years of lack that were ahead. Our New Testament reading also shows God forewarning his people of what is to come.

Jesus warns the disciples of something called the ‘abomination of desolation’ which they will see in the ‘holy place’. Most scholars believe this is referring to some kind of idol being set up in the temple in Jerusalem, and the events that follow this. The warning is to flee to the hills immediately without gathering possessions or anything else. This fits what happened in the year 70 AD really well, when the Romans raised the temple to the ground and subdued the Jews, but is that all that Jesus is warning about here?

There are enough details and similarities to the book of Revelation to think this is also a warning for the future too. We also need to be prepared for the appearance of ‘false christs’ and cosmic signs, for these will be signs of Jesus’ return coming soon. However, in all of this what we need to do is keep our hope focused on Jesus, and not the passing things of this world. Jesus says, “they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. And he will send out his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.” (vv.30-31) If we are Christ’s people then we have nothing to worry about, however bad things might look in the meantime.
Amen!

Prayers of intercession

Gracious God, through our times of despair and hope we cry out to you with the needs of your world, your church, your people and ourselves confident that you will hear our prayer:
· For our world struggling with the impact of the coronavirus pandemic we pray. Help those seeking to care for those suffering with this terrible virus. Grant them compassion, strength and energy. For those researching treatment and potential vaccines, grant them wisdom and clear sight, O Lord.
· For governments throughout the world struggling with big questions about protecting their people and their economies, Lord we pray. Grant to them wisdom and compassion for all. We particularly pray for those who know you that they would have the courage to stand up for what is right and just.
· For our local area of Bradford and the surrounding towns and villages we pray. May this time of different restrictions for different areas not lead to discord or resentment, O Lord. Instead we ask that you would bring people together to work for the good of all.
· For your Church, O Lord, we pray. Above all else at this time and all times may we seek your glory. Grant us courage and strength to share the good news of the Gospel with all who we meet that they may hear and believe themselves. Grant to many the gift of faith to believe and be added to your people. We pray for small and struggling congregations, asking that you would help them to focus on you and on the Gospel message, rather than be discouraged. Build your Church, O Lord.
· For ourselves, those who we know and love we pray. Father grant us strength in weakness, clarity in confusion, health in times of sickness. Above all, though, O Lord we ask that you would help each person to follow you and live in accordance with your ways.
All these things we pray in the precious name of your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ, Amen.

Prayer of blessing

Sovereign Lord as we face the days ahead, remind us of Your love and kindness. As we lay our future before You, guide us afresh in Your perfect and righteous ways. May we live in obedience to You and seek Your glory with every breath. In Jesus’ name we pray, amen!
