Home Service Sheet Sunday September 13 2020 (Produced by Mrs Sue Wiggins)
Call to Worship:                        Psalm 92:12-14
Father, please help us to see the kind of people you want us to be. Encourage each one of us to look into your word and hear what you are saying to us about what we need to change in our lives.  Let's not resent the necessary pruning to make us more productive as well as enjoying the sun and rain which help us grow. May we live lives that make you smile and avoid those words and deeds that offend your Holy Spirit. Thank you for your great care and compassion. Amen.
Sing or Read the song You are the vine by Danny Daniels
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sicaArhwbIw&feature=youtu.be
You are the Vine, we are the branches, keep us abiding in You.
You are the Vine, we are the branches, keep us abiding in You.
And we’ll go (And we’ll go)
In Your love (In Your love)
And we’ll go (And we’ll go)
In Your Name (In Your Name)
That the world (That the world)
Will surely know (Will surely know)
That You have power to heal and to save.
You are the Vine, we are the branches, keep us abiding in You.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
1st Bible Reading                 Genesis 2:8-16                 Garden of Eden
2nd Bible Reading                John 15:1-5                      Jesus the vine
GOD THE GARDENER
This is the time of year when we give thanks to God for the crops and the fruit of the ground; for another year of provision. We thank God for our food and its variety. Everything about this year has been different yet sunshine and harvest follow the usual cycle. For many, this time of lockdown has been an opportunity to work in the garden. There have certainly been lots of sunny days to tempt us outside.
There are many gardens described in the Bible; Eden, Gethsemane. In the Old and New testaments there are many references to trees and plants growing. Jesus told many parables about things growing – the vine, fig tree, wheat, weeds and so on. We don't have to look far.
The Bible begins with creation and the Garden of Eden and ends with paradise in Revelation with the river and trees of life – the garden of paradise. Think of the plant which grew to shield Jonah; the mustard seed which grew into a tree where birds could nest; in the Song of Solomon where lovers met; the Garden of Eden where Adam and Eve walked with the Lord in the cool of the evening. I am sure that many other examples have sprung into your minds.
 
Biblical gardens are places of shelter, shade and protection as well as provision.  Let's think about 3 gardens in particular:
The Garden of Eden. This was a perfect place. Adam and Eve had all they needed to eat. They had shelter. They had a purpose – to tend the plants growing there. There was companionship with one another and they met God there each day. As you can tell from the reading in Genesis this was a perfect place, made by God to be enjoyed by people.
But this was also a garden of choice. God allowed us to choose to love him and know him or not. We know the choice that was made in Eden and the choice we still have. God never wants to force love on us and so we are free to choose to accept that love and all that it means for our lives or reject it to go our own way. Acceptance means not just taking the sun and rain but the pruning too. Love brings discipline as well as nurture. All our gardens need weeding.
The Garden of Gethsemane. A grove of olive trees. But God is faithful and does not leave us in the mess of our own making. It is in Gethsemane that Jesus knelt to pray. He knew what he was facing; betrayal by his friends, beatings, the cross and most awful of all having his Father turn away as he bore our sins. Jesus took on himself all the bad which our disobedience brought into the world so we could have a fresh beginning. Accepting that sacrifice that Jesus made for all who will accept it brings responsibility too. Jesus wants us to be more like him; being obedient as he was; loving the way he did – even our enemies; looking for the good in all those we meet; praying regularly, seeking God in his word.
The Grape Garden. This is the garden Jesus used to describe how we can be different. He describes himself as the true vine and we are the branches. If we choose to belong to him we can start producing the good fruit of the Spirit which we can see in Jesus – love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, faithfulness and self-control. God is the gardener. In John 15 two kinds of pruning are described. Cutting back branches to promote growth. God must sometimes discipline us to strengthen our character and faith. And removing branches because they are not only not producing good fruit but they may infect the rest of the plant. People who won't bear fruit for God or who try to block the efforts of God's followers will be cut off from his life-giving power.
As we get linked up to Jesus and his grape garden we can be different and produce a harvest of good things that can make us and the world the sort of place God intended it to be all along.
Prayer
Lord Jesus, thank you for the three gardens which show us how faithful and loving you are to each one of us. As we face up to our wrong choices help us to accept your pruning in our lives. We recognise Jesus’ sacrifice, that he was crushed for our sins. Help us to be linked up to you so that our lives will produce a bumper harvest of the fruit you want to see in us. Amen
Prayers of Intercession
God invites us to hold the needs of others as dear to us as our own needs so let's think about where the needs are greatest in our world.
· Sharing of earth's resources. At this season of gratitude for your provision throughout this year make us conscious of the difference between our needs and our wants Lord. Help us not to be greedy or wasteful but to think of those in our world who are hungry. Make us generous with our personal resources.
· For the lonely – make us aware of those around us who need companionship. Do not let us hold back from the phone call, email, letter or any other safe way of getting in touch that will bring a smile to someone who needs it.
· For children at school and their teachers. We pray for their safety from the virus and renewed joy in each other as they continue to teach and learn.
· Governments around the world. The tasks facing anyone in authority are great. May those in power recognise your authority Lord. We pray for Christian men and women to step forward to serve you in governments around the world. Let people find peaceful ways to disagree and make changes. Let love overrule.
Hear our prayers, O Lord, for it is in the name of your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ that we pray, amen.
Blessing (Isaiah 58:11)
The Lord will guide you continually, and satisfy your desire for good things, and make your bones strong. You shall be like a watered garden and like a spring of water whose waters will never run dry. Amen.
