Home Service Sheet Sunday 20 September 2020 
Call to Worship: Psalm 86:1-10 
Almighty and ever-loving God, you are great and do mighty deeds. You alone created heaven and earth and everything within them. No deeds can be compared with yours, for you alone are God, and all praise and glory belong to you. Lord, we are weak and sinful, and yet you have mercy upon us because of your Son. Forgive us our sins today, and help us to truly repent and live our lives in obedience to you. Thank you for your forgiveness in not treating us as our actions deserve. Help us today to hear your Word and respond in great full obedience and praise. In Jesus’ name we pray, amen! 
Sing or Read the hymn There’s a wideness in God’s mercy by Frederick William Faber https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kamADrlPEDs&feature=youtu.be 
	1 There's a wideness in God's mercy, like the wideness of the sea; there's a kindness in his justice which is more than liberty.
	2 There is no place where earth's sorrows are more felt than up in heaven: there is no place where earth's failings have such kindly judgement given.


	3 For the love of God is broader than the measures of our mind; and the heart of the eternal is most wonderfully kind. 
	4 But we make his love too narrow By false limits of our own; And we magnify his strictness With a zeal he will not own. 


	5 There is plentiful redemption In the blood that has been shed; There is joy for all the members In the sorrows of the head.
	6 There is grace enough for thousands Of new worlds as great as this; There is room for fresh creations In that upper home of bliss.


	7 If our love were but more simple, We should take him at his word; And our lives would be illumined In the joy of Christ, our Lord. 

	


Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
1st             Bible Reading            Genesis 42:1-25 
2nd           Bible Reading            Romans 12:9-21 
Finally we come to the first reunion of Joseph and his brothers in Egypt. The last time the brothers saw Joseph he was being carted off to a life of slavery, sold for a few coins. They wove a story of death at the claws of a wild animal to their father Jacob, illustrating it with his blood-soaked robe. They even tell Joseph that one of their brothers ‘is no more’, a euphemism that they had perhaps come to believe themselves over the years. It’s interesting that Joseph recognises the ten brothers straight away, but their eyes remain closed to the truth. Perhaps they have been blinded by their sin from many years before, or maybe Joseph has simply changed so much. 
The whole situation is, I suspect, very hard for us to understand. How would we respond after many years to our own flesh and blood who hated us enough to leave us for dead? Joseph’s actions are very interesting. Although he hides his identity from them, at least for now, and plays a trick or two on them, his response is not one of fury or vengeance. Through an interpreter he accuses them of being spies, and has them thrown in prison for three days, maybe to give them a taste of what he had suffered on their account. Yet, just a short while later he agrees to let nine go home to fetch his youngest brother, Benjamin, while Simeon stays incarcerated until their return. 
Yet, even here, Joseph shows some level of kindness to his brothers, allowing them to leave with provisions and the money they brought to pay for them. Sneaking things into the sacks of his brothers is, of course, a shadow of what is to come a little later in this story. What I would like us to focus on today, though, is this – how should God’s people respond to those who have done them wrong when the shoe of power is on their foot instead? Joseph gives an example of restraint, but there is still a desire to teach his tormentors a lesson. Is this an example for us, as Christians, to follow, or is there a better way? 
Let’s turn to our New Testament reading from Romans. Paul quotes from Deuteronomy what is probably the most relevant statement in the whole Bible on this subject, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” From the start it’s clear that revenge is not something that God’s people should be doing. Such justice is only to be meted out by the judge of all, God himself. So how are we to behave? Again Paul gives us some clear practical steps from Jesus. He writes, “Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God… To the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals on his head.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.” 
God expects a whole different attitude and action from us. Not only are we not to return evil for evil, but we are to instead bless those who persecute us, do good towards those who do us evil. This is not only counter-cultural, but also very hard in practice. This is not an invitation for us to be doormats to be trampled underfoot, but it is a call to love rather than hate. Actions have consequences, and so yes abusers need to be brought to justice, and murderers imprisoned to protect others. However, we are to extend love to them in prison, offering them hope in Jesus. 
Joseph did not have God’s Holy Spirit dwelling inside him, but all of us who are disciples of Jesus do. That is why we can respond differently to those who have wronged us. It is not some special goodness of our own, but rather the Spirit at God at work within us, transforming us to become more like Jesus each day. We are not perfect, but we are forgiven sinners who have received the mercy of God. Not avenging ourselves on those who have wronged us is extending God’s mercy to other sinners who need the mercy, grace and forgiveness of God. There, but for the grace of God, go I. Amen! 
Prayers of Intercession Merciful and ever-loving God, we thank you for creating this world in which we live. As we come before you now, hear our prayers for this world and those who live in it:
· For those suffering from coronavirus, and those caring for them, we pray, O Lord. Grant to them healing and strength for this day and those to come. We pray too for those seeking to find a cure, and ask that you would grant them wisdom and insight.
· For refugees and those who feel unsafe, we pray, O Lord. Provide for them all that they need. Grant compassion to governments and rulers throughout the world to care for the homeless, refugee and the abused.
· For our land we pray, O Lord. Be with our Government and local councils, granting to them wisdom in all the decisions they have to make. Help them to think carefully and seek to protect the vulnerable through their decision making.
· For your Church we pray, O Lord. Build your Church, Lord Jesus, and as you promised in your Word, may the gates of hell not overcome it. Be with each believer struggling with persecution, and grant them boldness and comfort. Encourage and empower pastors to teach the truth of your Word and present the Gospel clearly and powerfully. All these things we pray in the precious name of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, amen! 
Blessing (based on Philippians 4:7) Heavenly Father, thank you for your grace and mercy shown towards us in Jesus, your Son. Keep us ever thankful, and may the peace of God, which passes all understanding, guard our hearts and minds in Christ Jesus, this day and forevermore, amen!
