Home Service Sheet Sunday 1 November 2020
Call to Worship:                  Psalm 9:1-2
Father, at this difficult time help us to break the bonds of fear which can imprison us. Help us to be wholly dedicated to you and increase our faith which is the key to freedom and joy. Save us from a lukewarm attitude. Let your presence melt away our doubts. Help us to draw near to you as we think about the stories you told. Amen.
Say or sing the hymn Open My Eyes by Clara H Scott
https://youtu.be/4swRXfCSuA0
	1 Open my eyes, that I may see
Glimpses of truth thou hast for me;
Place in my hands the wonderful key
That shall unclasp and set me free

	Silently now I wait for thee
Ready, my God, thy will to see
Open my eyes, illumine me, Spirit divine!

	2 Open my ears, that I may hear
Voices of truth thou sendest clear;
And while the wavenotes fall on my ear
Everything false will disappear

	3 Open my mouth, and let me bear
Gladly the warm truth everywhere;
Open my heart and let me prepare
Love with thy children thus to share


Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
1st Bible Reading                Proverbs 22:17-21                Words of the wise
2nd Bible Reading               Matthew 19:30 – 20:1-16      Labourers in the Vineyard
The story of the workers in the vineyard comes between Matthew 19:30 where it says 'But many who are first will be last, and the last first.' And 20:16 'So the last will be first, and the first last.'  Imagine a race. The only way the first could be last and the last first is if everyone crossed the line at the same time. So what does this mean? We read about the disciples discussing which of them is the greatest in several places in the gospels. We know that James and John asked for the prime positions on Jesus' right and left when he came into his kingdom.
Jesus always told parables for a reason. The point of this parable is that if you are a genuine believer you receive the full benefits of God's immeasurable grace, just like everyone else in God's kingdom. God's acceptance of us is not something we can earn. No-one deserves God's grace. It is not based on merit. Think of the thief on the cross next to Jesus. He was a robber and a brigand and many would say he deserved his punishment and certainly did not look like a candidate for heaven. Yet in his dying moments he repented and entered paradise. He enjoys eternal life and everlasting fellowship with Christ just the same as Peter, James, John and Paul who gave their lives in service to the Saviour.
The workers all worked in the vineyard – God's kingdom. They were called into work by the owner – God – at different times of the day. The day of work represents a believer's lifetime. Some of the labourers worked for twelve hours and some for only one hour but they each received the same pay. A denarius was quite a generous wage for a days' work. It was the same pay as a Roman soldier. This was considered to be a living wage. Unskilled workers who waited in the market place to be hired would not normally receive such a generous wage. The first ones hired were quite happy with the arrangement. The later ones hired were told they would be paid 'whatever is right' (verse 4).
This is not about working our way into heaven. What we have difficulty with is God's generosity. It does not seem fair that the first are last and the last first. Whether your conversion came early in life or late, whether you worked one hour or twelve, your reward is the same as everyone else – eternal life. Only one person who has ever lived did not deserve to go to hell – Jesus. All others are reliant on God's grace.
The workers were lined up to be paid and notice the order – the one hour workers were paid first. Now if I were one of those who had worked a twelve hour shift and saw how much the one hour workers were paid I would be expecting a really bumper wage packet. That is the way of this world; you get what you have earned. The longer you work the more you can expect to be paid but it doesn't work like that in God's kingdom. Whenever we were called by God, whatever we have been called to do in his kingdom, we still do not deserve his generosity. How often do we murmur about others getting more than us when we feel superior and that we deserve more – not because we lack anything but because we are jealous?
The owner of the vineyard explains that their complaint was without reason. God can do no wrong. Whatever he chooses to give or withhold is always right. The wages were agreed before the work began. We have no cause to complain that God is so much better to others while he gives us so much more than we deserve. God gives what is his own. Who are we to question? If workers come later into the vineyard was it their fault if they were not called?
In the vineyard payment was unreasonable generosity. No-one was underpaid. If we find it hard to abandon our human scale of values and to accept the large-heartedness of God towards those we regard as undeserving, what does that say about us and our knowledge of God?
The vineyard is God's. He planted it, fenced it, dug it and planted it, pruned it and weeded it. We should work on it. We should be busy producing fruit which honours and praises God. Nurturing your soul means getting to know God and Jesus as well as you can. Read God's word, pray often and listen to his Holy Spirit. The closer you get to God and the closer you let him get to you the more fruit you will produce. This is where your focus should be on yourself and not on others. You should cultivate your relationship with God and share what you learn whenever he gives you the opportunity.
God does not owe us anything. We cannot earn what he gives. There is no proportion between our service and heaven's glories. Now is the accepted time; if we hear his voice, it must be today. Don't put off repentance until you are old. Those still in the market place at the eleventh hour had not been offered work. They had not been called.
This is an illustration of God's saving grace. Sinners, and we are all sinners, are unworthy and the riches of God's grace are inexhaustible. All believers receive an infinite and eternal share of God's mercy and love though none of us deserve it. Jesus paid the price.
Prayer of Intercession
Lord God we pray for all who work for peace and unity, and for all world leaders that they will continue to seek for an end to the suffering caused by war and violence, injustice and inequality, disease, prejudice, poverty and hopelessness and bring healing to the world. We pray especially for those fighting terrorism in Syria and for peace in the Holy Land.
We continue to pray for those who are refugees and seek safety in another country, despite the dangers of the journey. We pray for the leaders in Europe especially that agreement can be reached on how to cope with so many in a way that is fair and achievable, and that does not lead refugees and migrants into danger and exploitation. Lord Jesus – as a child you were a refugee and were kept safe in another country – help us to hold that example, as a solution to the current crisis is sought.
In these times of difficulty we ask for a revival in our country. May the thoughts of people turn to you, Lord, and to the hereafter. May everyone turn to you in this crisis and learn what you are teaching us through adversity.
Please be with our leaders and decision-makers. Grant them wisdom and let your Spirit guide those who are having to make difficult decisions in our own country and across the world.
Amen
Benediction (Romans 15:5-6)
May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen!

