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March 2021 Newsletter
Sunday Worship 
Following the publication of the Prime Minister’s Roadmap, we are planning to  meet in person for the service on Easter Day. Subsequently, we will be meeting  fortnightly, with details to be notified in the next newsletter, which will be  published in Holy Week. 
Dear Friends 
For almost a year now, we have been dealing with more uncertainty than  perhaps the world has faced for over a Century. At the start of 2020 we would  most likely not have known much, if anything, about the various types of  coronavirus that exist. We would not have known that life as we know it would  not continue uninterrupted throughout the year, as it probably has throughout  our lives so far. Had we been asked how to treat people infected by the virus  we probably wouldn’t have had a clue how to answer a year ago. Yet, just a year  later a large proportion of people have at least some knowledge of  coronaviruses and are aware of how to both spot symptoms and treat them. We  are not experts on the subject, but we have had some facts explained and  revealed to us by medical experts and Government officials. 
This month I would like to suggest that we can know God in a similar sort  of way; let me explain what I mean by that. Clearly God is greater, bigger and  altogether more than we are, and we cannot possibly know everything there is  to know about God this side of eternity. However, this does not mean that we  are relegated to stumbling around in the dark trying to explain and express  something, or Someone, we cannot possibly know. Perhaps most importantly of  all we have the Bible, the Word of God, through which God has revealed  Himself to us. We don’t know everything about God, but we do know some  things, like the fact that He is holy and truthful, that we thought about last  month. 
Some people suggest that it is arrogant to suggest we know things about  God with any real certainty. To be open and unsure, expressing their doubts, is  the humble, authentic thing to do, they say. The problem with that approach is  that such an assertion is, itself, a claim to certain knowledge – we know that we  can’t know anything for certain! It is a logical nonsense, especially when some  things about God have been revealed to us directly by God Himself, in His own  inspired Word. As Christians we spend time speaking to God in prayer, reading  His Word and share encouragement with other believers. 
When we spend time with our husband/wife/son/daughter/friend etc. we  learn things about them and get to know things with certainty. Having been  married to Danielle for coming up to eight years I think I know her fairly well – I know what she likes to eat, what she likes to read, what she looks like and so  on. Using that same logic we can, rightly, say that we know things about God  with certainty. In the Old Testament we have many examples of God revealing 
Himself to individuals, like Moses at the burning bush, like Elijah up the  mountain, and like Jonah by the fig tree in Nineveh. In each of these  encounters God showed Himself to His servant, revealing His holiness, His  might and His compassion. 
Even more clearly and wondrously, God has revealed Himself to us in the  person of His Son, Jesus Christ. Responding to the uncertainty expressed by  His disciple, Thomas, Jesus said, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No  one comes to the Father except through me. If you had known me, you would  have known my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen  him.” (John 14:6-7, ESV) When we read God’s Word we are reading about God  as He has chosen to reveal Himself. When we read the words of Jesus we are  literally reading God’s own words that He spoke here on earth. 
Let me conclude with a quotation from the late Dr Martyn Lloyd-Jones,  from his book ‘Spiritual Depression’, “Come to the Word of God… stop asking  questions. Start with the promises in their right order. Say: ‘I want the truth  whatever it costs me.’ Bind yourself to it, submit yourself to it, come in utter  submission as a little child and plead with Him to give you a clear sign, perfect  vision, and to make you whole… We are not meant to be left in a state of doubt  and misgiving, of uncertainty and unhappiness.” (p.48) Yes, God is beyond our  understanding, but there are many things we can know about Him, because He  has revealed them to us clearly and certainly in His Word! 
Yours, Fred. 
Ronnie Lee – a personal appreciation by Chris Ing
I was sad to hear that Ronnie Lee has passed away earlier this month. Thinking  back, l must have known him for over 50 years, but more closely over the last  30 or so. Ronnie was an engineer who ran his own family business for many years  and could make just about anything from metal. He became connected with  Church through his family and was most active through his retirement which  extended over many years when he did much work at Church, always a most  practical man. If you look, there is evidence of his metalworking skills all around  Church, none more so than the splendid organ pipes in Church. However,  Ronnie's greatest talent was his singing and how we have all enjoyed this over  the years whenever he took to the stage, often with his late wife Doreen, or  more latterly just in Church. 
From his seat in the choir, Ronnie would always have a response to direct or  rhetorical questions from the pulpit, normally somewhat comical. A real jolly  man and a good friend to many, he was a family man and loved his family.  Through my connections with the Lee family, l was lucky to spend time at  various family occasions which allowed me to get to know Ronnie better. Always  a forthright opinion, but a gentle caring and sincere person. We will all miss him  in different ways, but l am sure that we will all miss that booming voice and the  joy of hearing his beautiful singing. God rest his soul.  
Greetings 
     We have received greetings to those who remember them from∙ Daphne Pinder, who was christened and ‘brought up’ at Allerton, John and Margaret Robinson, John having been Student Minister back in 1967,  
∙ Janet Cunningham, who has fond memories of her childhood at Allerton,  singing in the choir and occasionally playing the organ 
They send greetings, best wishes and every blessing to all the church family. 
Finance 
I have been greatly encouraged by the increase in regular giving over the last  12 months. Many thanks to all who have contributed. The Church Financial Year  End is 31st March, so if anyone has offerings they want to pass on, please send  them or let me know and I will arrange to collect them. 
Many thanks, David 
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