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September/October 2025 Newsletter

Dear Friends
As I write these notes the world news is dominated by peace talks and possible ceasefires in Ukraine and the Middle East. Whether these will be successful remains to be seen we can only pray that one day soon the suffering will come to an end, at least for now.
It’s hard to ignore the devastation that war causes when it’s so vividly displayed on our tv screens and whilst many of us, myself included, don’t fully understand the finer details of why these things must happen we can all see that the consequences are devastating.
For the victims of war, it seems that life is one of ongoing sorrow, fear, loss, devastation and destruction. So, let’s hope and pray that from this current round of negotiations there might be light at the end of the tunnel.
A week or so ago I was encouraged by the talks between leaders of nations but for now news of progress has gone quiet, let’s hope that by the time you read this the talks have moved on and the peace which we all hope for will have become a reality. Much still needs to happen, there needs to be compromise, support and guarantees which are acceptable to all sides. At present they’re only talking, nothing has been agreed but we live in hope, and we pray for lasting change.
Of course, in any negotiations there’s always that burning question of ‘what’s in it for me’. Presidents of powerful nations are always on the lookout for added incentives to agree any kind of deal. For Putin it’s extra territory, for Trump it sometimes seems to be extra publicity (but give him credit for bringing people to the table) and for Zelensky the dream of peace for his nation without giving too much land away.  It’s a complex and difficult situation and add to that the humanitarian crisis in Gaza, the remaining hostages and the starvation of the innocent and we have one awful mess.
So many have already laid down their lives but for what you may ask. Isn’t it reassuring to know that when Jesus laid down his life for us, he did it through love. There were no hidden agendas, no thought of what’s in it for me only an overwhelming desire to demonstrate the love and grace of God and win forgiveness and eternal life for his people. How reassuring for us to know that we believe in a Saviour who loves us, wants the best for us and gave his life to save us.
I hope that by the time you read this, negotiations have concluded, compromises have been made, food has been provided, the killing has stopped, peace is the outcome and love rather than hate prevails.
We live in hope.
With love and prayers
Trevor
Harvest Weekend 27/28th September 2025
Our Harvest weekend promises to be a celebration of many good things.  On Saturday 27th September we will be holding a Macmillan Coffee Morning between 10am and 12noon. This will take the usual format, but proceeds will be for MacMillan, and we will be advertising this as widely as possible.
On Sunday 28th September we have our Harvest Festival service at 10.30am when we will be bringing tinned and dried goods and giving thanks for all God’s gifts before distributing them to the local foodbank.
Following the service, we will be enjoying another buffet lunch together, a list will be provided for names and dietary requirements nearer the time. The lunch replaces the long-held Harvest Supper and promises to be an enjoyable time of food and fellowship together.
Throughout the weekend we will be displaying artwork courtesy of Daphne Pinder who I have recently discovered is an accomplished artist. I’m sure you will enjoy seeing her handiwork.
Please do try and support this weekend, you will be most welcome.
Meetings
The Finance Committee will meet on Tuesday 2nd September at 10am
The Deacons and Volunteers will meet on Wednesday 17th September at 10am

Finance/Property Report
The long saga of the front wall repair and railing reinstatement hopefully will have concluded when you are reading this. The moral is never say “it is not an urgent job”, but finally we are at the top of the fabricators list and the repaired railings will be back and the insurance claim can be concluded. 
 
The plans to have better signage and information displayed outside Church moves forward. We have resumed using the Noticeboard to display a list of preachers, but this has highlighted that the old notice board frame needs refurbishing, which is now in hand. It is also proposed to replace the 2014 banner with a new one to hopefully attract attention from passes by. 
 
Thanks Chris

Dates for your Diary 2025
Friday 5th September – Games afternoon
Friday 3rd October – Ladies Circle – Annual Meal at West Bradford Golf Club
Sunday 12th October – Half Yearly Meeting after the morning service.   Anyone with any items for the agenda should give them to Trevor in good time to be included.
Friday 7th November Memories of Growing up in Allerton.
Friday 12th December Sue H & Carole B New Zealand Talk, followed by Christmas Cake and Mince Pies.

Flower Rota – flowers provided by: 
On Sundays not listed, silk flowers will be used.
	
September 2025
	
October 2025

	14th 
	Mr A Jones
	5th    
	Mrs P Barfield

	21st  
	Mr & Mrs D Muschamp
	
	


Preaching list 
	September 25
	
	October 25

	7th   
	Valerie Jenkins
	
	5th  
	Janice Le Blancq

	14th   
	Trevor Kershaw
	
	12th   
	Trevor Kershaw

	21st  
	Rev Paul Martin
	
	19th 
	Richard Walsh

	28th    
	Trevor Kershaw
	
	26th 
	Ian Huddleston



Coffee Rota

It would be really helpful if those on the rota could come a little earlier to set things up. You will not need to bring milk.


Flowers in Church
The ladies who purchase the flowers, arrange and distribute would appreciate help in carrying out these duties.  It would help if more people could help, to lessen the burden.  Fresh flowers are not put in church every week, on those days we have a supply of silk flowers.  We currently have four ladies managing this – Irene, Yvonne, Jenny and Susan.  Currently we put flowers in church on 26 Sundays.  Flowers are generally arranged on a Friday and distributed after the service on Sunday.  If you are prepared to help in anyway could you please see Jenny and hopefully we can get a list of volunteers.

Thanks Jenny




Note from the Editor  

The next newsletter is due on 26th October 2025 – please let me have any items for inclusion by 19th October 2025. 

Thank you Carole







Sundays	- Services at 10.30 am.
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