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July/August 2026 Newsletter


Dear Friends
Those of you who were in church last Sunday (21 st June) will have heard me read from a book called Bumping into God. The book is a collection of short stories about a young girl called Jessica who has a habit of bumping into God in the strangest of places like her school, the park or in her bedroom. She challenges God on all sorts of issues from arguing with others and the state of the world to not agreeing with her mum, forgiving her friends and saying her prayers. They are lovely short stories, but they all have meaning, they all help Jessica to learn about life and to understand that God is present and active in the world today.
I wonder if you have had similar encounters with God in your life and faith journey. Are there times when you feel so close to God that he could be sat next to you; might you want to question God about things which are happening around you or even to you. Do you ever challenge God about the state of the world and do you see God as the means to putting everything right. Do you say your prayers at night or some other time, do you think God is listening to you, do you believe like Jessica that God is present and active in your life right now.
There are lots of stories in the bible about people who bumped into God, people  like Noah, Moses, David, Esther, Job, Ruth and Jonah in the Old Testament and then Nicodemus, Zacchaeus, Judas, Barabbas, Thomas, Mary, the woman at the well and the lepers in their colony I the New Testament. Each one came with different questions, issues and concerns and each one left changed for ever. Encounters like these never leave us, we are divinely different because God/Jesus has touched our lives.
Jessica’s encounters with God are fun stories made up to share a message but thankfully real encounters with God still happen, God is still present in our world and in our lives just as he was for those whose stories are recorded in the bible. I hope and pray that you regularly bump into God in the strangest of places and as a result find challenge, hope, comfort, healing and encouragement in your lives today.
With love and prayers
Trevor


Finance/Property Report
There is little to provide by way of an update from the Finance Committee other than to say we have had a report that the roof leak was fixed during May.  This was over the recently decorated Vestibule and had caused minor damage to the decorations.  Following what we hope is a lasting repair, the damaged decorations have been made good and look much better.

The first of a number of wall graphics is now fixed and says “All are welcome in this place”. We hope that you will all agree that this looks very good and professional, even though we fit it ourselves.

The Vestry curtains have also been repaired by Pauline Breen and are now back in place and finishes off the redecoration of the Vestry.
Christopher Ing - Financial Secretary

Dates for your diaries

	Wednesday 1st July 2026
	Ladies Circle Meeting with Baker Mike


	Saturday 11 July 2026 

	Afternoon Tea with entertainment from the Splinters Ukelele Band


	Friday 7 August 2026
	Ladies Circle Meeting with local murder mystery author Liz Mistry


	Tuesday 28 August 2026
	Church Planning Group Meeting




Reminders 

Knitted Poppies

Thank you to those who have been busy knitting poppies for our Remembrance Day display. The news is that we already have approximately 750 poppies so far but that may not be enough so please keep knitting. If you would like, wool, a pattern or other resources please ask Pauline Breen or Jane Ing for details. Thank you 

Flower Rota – flowers provided by: 
On Sundays not listed, silk flowers will be used

	July 2026
	August 2026

	5th    
	Mr & Mrs C Ing
	
	2nd 
	

	12th 
	
	
	9th 
	

	19th 
	Mrs S Coldwell
	
	16th 
	Mr & Mrs Breen

	26th   
	Mrs J Holdsworth
	
	23rd 
	Mr & Mrs C Roper

	
	
	
	30th 
	



Preaching list

	[bookmark: _Hlk216374289]July 2026
	August 2026

	5th  
	Trevor Kershaw
	
	2nd 
	Robert Waddington

	12th 
	Andrew Reader
	
	9th     
	Trevor Kershaw

	19th    
	Trevor Kershaw
	
	16th 
	Roland Clark

	26th 
	Roland Clark
	
	23rd 
	Trevor Kershaw

	
	
	
	30th 
	




Note from the Editor  

The next newsletter is due on 30th August 2026 – could you please let me have any items for inclusion by 14th August 2026.  

Thank you, Carole

Sunday Services at 10.30 am.

Addresses:
Pastor
Treasurer
Secretary
Editor
Trevor Kershaw



Carole Brook
Mobile:
07811 888348
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