Home Service Sheet For Easter Sunday (4th April 2021)
Call to Worship:           Psalm 118:14-17
Blessed are You, Lord God of our salvation! To You be praise and glory for ever! As once You ransomed Your people from Egypt, and led them to freedom in the promised land, so now You have delivered us from the dominion of darkness, and brought us into the kingdom of Your risen Son. May we, the first fruits of Your new creation, rejoice in this new day You have made, and praise You for Your mighty acts. Thank You for raising Jesus from the dead on the first Easter Day, demonstrating Your victory over sin and death. Thank You for bringing us to eternal life by grace and through faith in Your Son, Jesus Christ. Help us today to hear Your Word with gladness, and respond with obedience. We ask this to Your glory, amen!
Read or sing the hymn Thine be the glory by Edmond Budry, translated by Richard Birch Hoyle
https://youtu.be/GaoV5w2Qfag
Thine be the glory risen conquering Son!
Endless is the victory Thou o'er death hast won!
Angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away,
Kept the folded grave clothes where Thy body lay.
Thine be the glory, risen conquering Son!
Endless is the victory Thou o'er death hast won!
Lo! Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb;
Lovingly, He greets us, scatters fear and gloom.
Let the church with gladness, hymns of triumph sing,
For her Lord now liveth, death hath lost its sting.
No more we doubt Thee, Glorious Prince of life;
Life is naught without Thee - aid us in our strife.
Make us more than conquerors through Thy deathless love,
Bring us safe through Jordan to Thy home above.
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
Bible Reading                   Mark 16:1-8
When the police, or anyone else for that matter, investigates something they look for evidence as to exactly what happened. When we consider the central event on which our Christian faith is based – the resurrection of Jesus Christ, we might well wonder about what evidence we have for it. The Gospels give us the best evidence possible, as they either record eyewitness testimony, or are written by those who saw the events with their own eyes. Mark, from what we understand, was not an eyewitness himself, but he relies heavily on the memories of the Apostle Peter.
In chapter 15 of his Gospel, Mark tells us who was there at Jesus’ crucifixion – Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of Joses and Salome. The first two of these women also saw where Jesus was laid to rest in the tomb by another named person, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a respected member of the Jewish council of Jerusalem. So firstly, when Mark wrote the Gospel some of these people would still have been alive and could have been questioned about what happened. Secondly we have people here who knew where Jesus was buried on the Friday going to the tomb with spices on the Sunday morning. These women were not confused about where they were going, or about what they saw.
It’s also very clear from the first verse of our reading that the women didn’t know that Jesus had risen, because they “bought spices, so that they might go and anoint” Jesus’ body. Like the disciples, they had not grasped what Jesus had told them about His rising again on the third day. They are therefore shocked to find the heavy stone rolled away from the entrance to the tomb, and go into it only to find a man sat there who has something to tell them, “Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen; he is not here. See the place where they laid him.” (v.6)
When we compare Mark’s account of the resurrection with those given by the other Gospel writers it becomes apparent that this ‘man’ is in fact an angel. He even gives them a typical angelic greeting – ‘Do not be alarmed’, similar to what the angel said to Mary when she was told she would bear God’s Son. The message is straightforward, telling them that Jesus has risen from the very place the women had seen Him laid on the Friday. He continues by giving them a message to share with the disciples, “go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going before you to Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.”
The news that Jesus had not remained dead was not something to keep to themselves, but something to tell to others. So it is for us who follow Jesus today. The Gospel message is not something for us to keep to ourselves, but rather is something to tell others. We were dead in our sin, separated from God, but God sent His Son into this world to point us towards Him and die on the cross, paying the price for our sin. Through Christ’s death God was reconciling people back to Himself. Jesus rose from the dead, ascended after several days to His Father, and even now intercedes for us. He also sent His Holy Spirit to encourage us and empower us to live as His disciples.
It is by grace we have been saved to eternal life. This is through faith in what God has done in Christ at the cross, and not by any good deeds that we could possibly do. Our faith must be placed in Jesus as God’s Son who died in our place and rose bodily from the dead. The truth of the Gospel is revealed to us in God’s Word alone, and it is all to God’s glory. Easter helps us focus on what God has done in and through His Son, but it also challenges and encourages us to share this life transforming news with others. The women were scared, and perhaps that’s where Mark ended his Gospel story, but the message was shared far and wide and soon the Church had grown to several thousand members. Christ is risen – hallelujah! Amen!
Prayers of Intercession
Almighty and ever-loving God, on this resurrection day we come to You with joy for all that You have done in the Person of Your Son, Jesus Christ. Today we think of this world, and all who do not yet know the saving Gospel of Jesus.
· Lord of life, You defeated death at the cross, showing that we too can die to sin and all that binds us to this world, and rise with Him to eternal life. Help us to fix our eyes on Jesus, the Author and Perfector of our faith each and every day. Christ the Lord is risen to-day!
· Lord of life, You defeated death to demonstrate a love that is beyond our understanding, and a grace that reaches out even to the worst of sinners. In Christ You are reconciling people to Yourself, and we praise and thank You for that. Christ the Lord is risen today!
· Lord of life, we pray for all who bring Your Word of life as a light to those in darkness; for those who bring Your Word of peace to those enslaved by fear; for those who bring Your Word of love to those in need of comfort. Lord of resurrection life, be known through our lives and through Your power. Christ the Lord is risen today!
Hear our prayers, O Lord, for we ask them in the Name of Jesus Christ, the risen Lord, amen.
Blessing
We pray that Jesus Christ, the Light of life, hope and joy, will live in us each day. Lord, we ask too that we will be bearers of that Light into the lives of others, through our words and deeds. In Jesus’ Name we pray, amen.
